


Happy Fall everyone from your Volunteer Fire Department. We would like to take
this opportunity to share some tips on how to avoid a house or barn fire.

First tip: make sure your chimney is clean. Have it professionally cleaned and inspected yearly
or do it yourself (if you have the equipment). If you are burning wood also regularly use a product
designed to help prevent creosote buildup.

Second tip: Extension cord

● Inspect the cord for damage, if it is frayed or damaged in any way do not use.
● Never remove the grounding pin in an attempt to use a 3 prong cord in a two

prong outlet.
● Do not plug multiple appliances into one cord.
● Never use indoor extension cords outdoors
● Don’t overload a power strip or plug multiple cords together.
● Don’t run extension cords under rugs or furniture.
● Never tape extension cords to floors or attach them to surfaces with staples or

nails.
● Don’t bend or coil cords when in use.
● Do not use extension cords with space heaters.
● Keep children and pets away from plugged in cords. If you have young children

in the house you can cover unused outlets with childproof covers.
● Stop using cords that feel hot to the touch.
● Make sure that the cord you choose is heavy duty enough for the application.

Third tip: Make sure you check fire extinguishers and smoke detectors. Replace smoke
detector batteries once or twice a year unless you have a ten year smoke alarm.

Last tip: Be careful with Christmas tree lights.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and stay safe.

 



Firewood Fact Sheet

Firewood must be sold in either a Standard Cord, Cubic Foot, or Loose Thrown Cord
as stated in 10 MRSA § 2302: Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following words
and phrases shall have the following meanings: [1973, c. 91, § 1 (rpr).]
1. Cord;
A. A standard cord is a unit of measure of wood products 4 feet wide, 4 feet high and 8
feet long, or its equivalent, containing 128 cubic feet when the wood is ranked and well
stowed. Any voids that will accommodate a stick, log or bolt of average dimensions to
those in that pile shall be deducted from the measured volume. [1979, c. 659, § 1 (rpr).]
A-2. Fuel wood, when sold loose and not ranked and well stowed, shall be sold by the
cubic foot or loose cord, unless other arrangements are made between the buyer and
seller. When sold by the loose cord, the wood in any cord shall average either12 inches, 16
inches or 24 inches in length. When so sold, the volume of the cords shall be: A cord of 12
or 16 inches in length shall mean the amount of wood, bark and air contained in a space of
180 cubic feet; and a cord of wood 24 inches in length shall mean the amount of wood,
bark and air contained in a space of 195 cubic feet. [1981, c. 219 (amd).]

When firewood is delivered it must be accompanied by a delivery ticket stating the
following information as required in 10 MRSA § 2624: Sale from bulk

Whenever the quantity is determined by the seller, bulk sales in excess of $20 and all
bulk deliveries of heating fuel shall be accompanied by a delivery ticket containing the
following information: [1973, c. 91, § 10 (new).]

1. Name and address. The name and address of the vendor and purchaser; [1973, c.
91, § 10 (new).]

2. Date. The date delivered; [1973, c. 91, § 10 (new).]
3. Quantity. The quantity delivered and the quantity upon which the price is based, if

this differs from the delivered quantity; [1973, c. 91, § 10 (new).] * see note
4. Identity. The identity in the most descriptive terms commercially practicable,

including any quality representation made in connection with the sale; [1973, c. 91, § 10
(new).]

● note: The delivery ticket must always indicate when fuel wood is sold by the loose
thrown cord.

If you believe you have not received the correct measure when purchasing firewood
please contact:
Maine Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources

Division of Quality Assurance and Regulations

28 State House Station



Augusta, Maine 04333


